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Press release JAPAN CYCAD S IET
First fieldwork for ex-situ conservation of Japanese cycads (English summary)
(at Amami-Oshima Island, JAPAN, Dec. 15-18, 2023)

Japan Cycad Society (‘JCS’) completed its first fieldwork on Amami-Oshima Island during December 15-18, 2023.
This fieldwork purposes to collect seeds and pups of Japan’s own cycad (Cycas revoluta, ‘Sotetsu’) for Sotetsu’s
in-situ and ex-situ conservations to preserve Sotetsu’s genetic diversities, as Sotetsu is currently suffering serious
damages caused by a cycad-specific pest, Aulacaspis yasumatsui (‘CAS’), Throughout the fieldworks,
approximately 500 seeds and several pups from 25 females in several big habitats, including Cape Ayamaru,

Ankiyaba, and Uttabara, under necessary permissions obtained.

Together with location IDs, JCS plans consigning the seeds to botanical gardens and research institutes in or out
of Japan for its ex-situ conservation. The pups are now under managed local partners in Amami Oshima as in-situ
conservation. Sometime future, in the case Sotetsu at each habitats might be lost due to CAS, the Sotetsu with

the same genetic information shall be re-planted from the conservation sites.

During the fieldwork, JCS also conducted several research with relevant parties including government offices and
public medias, including Tatsugo municipal government, a local office of Ministry of the Environment, and Amami
Newspaper. By tremendous supports from local partners, soon JCS will be conducting similar fieldworks in other
habitats in Amami Oshima and other islands. Also, JCS will apply to other places, like Okinawa where CAS damage

has widely spread, and Kyushu where future damage is anticipated.

Unfortunate to say, most Sotetsu along with the coastline in the northern Amami Oshima have already died, and
several habitats have been disappeared. In Amami Oshima Island, Sotetsu has had unique roles in its culture and
history, where Sotetsu’s seed has been food as so-called Nari-ko. Also, Sotetsu has used for an important border
plant, due to its deeply-rooted nature, for roads and houses. Originally, Sotetsu was planted on the boundaries of
terraced fields over steep mountains, and even now, after the terraced fields became unnecessary, Sotetsu
remains and forms a large habitat, providing spectacular scenery along the coastline, as well as playing a important
role in environmental preservation against landslides. It is concerned that the loss of the habitats due to CAS might

result in landslides and results in the loss of natural landscape by human’s artificial barrier construction.

The CAS damage should be considered to have already spread, when it is visually observed. In Amami Oshima
and possibly in Okinawa, it is highly likely that this winter or next will be the last opportunity for securing seeds.

JCS is seeking any cooperation of whom are interested in this CAS issue.
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